
Oi! Get off 
my train

Mrs Armitage 
on Wheels

Year 1 – Summer
English – non-chronological report

Transport

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

My first 
book of 
transport

Cars
Cars and 
trucks and 
things that go

Grammar Focus
- Write a simple sentence starting with a 

noun/proper noun
- Use capital letters for proper nouns
- Use simple co-ordinating conjunctions: and, 

but
- Third person
- Regular plurals where you only add an “-s” or 

“-es”
- Use determiners: the, a, an, my, your, his, her
- Prepositions
- Comparative and superlative adjectives, 

adding “-er” and “-est”

Knowledge for the writer
• Plan how you will organise the information 

you want to include, e.g. use paragraph 
headings, a spidergram or a grid.

• Gather information from a wide range of 
sources and collect it under the headings 
you’ve planned.

• Consider using a question in the title to 
interest your reader (Vitamins – why are 
they so important?).

• Try to find a new way to approach the 
subject and compose an opening that will 
attract the reader or capture their interest. 
Use the opening to make very clear what 
you are writing about.

• Include diagrams or images (e.g. imported 
photographs or drawings) that add or 
summarise information.

• Find ways of making links with your reader. 
You could ask a direct question (Have you 
ever heard of a hammerhead shark?) or add 
a personal touch to the text (So next time 
you choose a pet, think about getting a dog).

• Re-read the report as if you know nothing 
about its subject. Check that information is 
logically organised and clear.

• Use other text-types within your report if 
they will make it more effective for your 
purpose and audience.



Progression in Non-chronological texts

Year 1
Find out about a subject by listening and following text as information books are read,
watching a video.

Contribute to a discussion on the subject as information is assembled and the

teacher writes the information. Assemble information on a subject in own

experience, (e.g.) food, pets.

Write a simple non-chronological report by writing sentences to describe aspects of the
subject.

Year 2 After a practical activity or undertaking some research in books or the web,

take part in a discussion in another curriculum subject, generalising from

repeated occurrences or observations. Distinguish between a description of

a single member of a group and the group in general e.g. a particular dog

and dogs in general. Read texts containing information in a simple report

format, e.g. There are two sorts of x...; They live in x...; the As have x..., but

the B’s etc.

Assemble information on another subject and use the text as a

template for writing a report on it, using appropriate language to

present , and categorise ideas.

Year 3
Analyse a number of report texts and note their function, form and typical language
features:

• introduction indicating an overall classification of what is being described
• use of short statement to introduce each new item
• language (specific and sometimes technical) to describe and differentiate
• impersonal language
• mostly present tense
Teacher demonstrates research and note-taking techniques using information and ICT
texts on a subject and using

a spidergram to organise the information.

Distinguish between generalisations and specific information and between recounts

and reports, using content taken from another area of the curriculum.

Analyse broadcast information to identify presentation techniques and notice how

the language used signals change.

Teacher demonstrates how to write non-chronological report using notes in a

spidergram; draws attention to importance of subject verb agreements with generic

participants (e.g.) family is…., people are…

Write own report independently based on notes from several sources.



Year 1 – Summer
English – poetry – poems on a theme

Transport theme

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

The Works 
– Key 
Stage 1

A First Poetry 
Book by Pie 
Corbett

The Puffin 
book of 
fantastic first 
poems

Grammar Focus

- Noun phrases: adjective +noun
- Alliteration
- Onomatopoeia
- Repetition

Knowledge for the writer
Depending on the kind of poetry
being written:
• observe carefully and include detail, drawing on 

all your senses;
• when writing from memory or imagination, create 

a detailed picture in your mind before you begin 
writing;

• be creative about the way you use words – use 
powerful or unusual vocabulary, or even create 
new words and phrases;

• when using few words, make every word count;
• play with the sounds or meanings of words to add 

an extra layer of enjoyment for your audience, 
e.g. use alliteration or assonance, a pun or double 
meaning;

• use imagery to help your reader/listener visualise 
what you are describing but don’t weigh the 
poem down with too many adjectives or similes;

• read the text aloud as you draft, to check how it 
sounds when read aloud or performed;

• improve it by checking that every word does an 
important job, changing the vocabulary to use 
more surprising or powerful words;

• use images that help your reader easily imagine 
what you are writing about – think of comparisons 
they will recognise from their own lives;

• try to think of new, different ways to describe 
what things are like and avoid using too many 
predictable similes (her hair was as white as 
snow).

Structure
- Title
- Stanzas
- Images
- Drawings

Language
- Noun phrases
- Alliteration
- Onomatopoeia
- Repetition

Purpose/Audience
Poems have many different purposes: 
to entertain, amuse, reflect, tell a story 
or convey a meaning

WMG
poetry





Year 1 – Summer
English – diary writing (fiction)

Traveling afar! (link to geography – UK and Kenya)

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Lila and 
the secret 
of rain

A kid’s guide 
to Kenya

All aboard 
for the 
Bobo Road

Knowledge for the writer
• Plan how you will organise the way 

you retell the events. You could use 
a timeline to help you plan.

• Details are important to create a 
diary rather than a simple list of 
events in order. Try using When? 
Where? Who? What? Why? 
Questions to help you plan what to 
include.

• Decide how you will finish the 
diary. You’ll need a definite ending, 
and may choose to sign off (bye for 
now, talk to you later)

• Read the text through as if you 
don’t know anything about what it 
is being recounted. Is it clear what 
happened and when?

• Is the style right for the genre you 
are using? (Technical/formal 
language to recount a science 
experiment, powerful verbs and 
vivid description to recount an 
adventure, informal, personal 
language to tell your friends about 
something funny that happened to 
you.)

Grammar Focus
Use of first person pronouns – I, my, me 
Adverbs, add “-ly” to an adjective
Co-ordinating conjunctions, or, and, but
Subordinating conjunctions, when, if, that, 
because
Expanded noun phrases
Form simple past tense by adding “-ed”
Use past continuous (progressive) tense, eg He 
was playing at school.
Prepositional phrases, eg behind, above, along
Time adverbials – Next, After that, later

Structure
- Diary opening
- Date
- Chronological 

order
- Paragraphs
- Sign off

Language
- 1st person 
- Past tense
- Informal 

language
- Time 

adverbials
- Emotions
- Senses
- Topic 

Vocabulary
- Subordinate 

clauses

Purpose/Audience
To retell the main events of something that 
happened from a personal viewpoint. 
For children/adults who want to find out 
about a specific event and how someone 
might have felt during it.

WMG
Diary Entry



Progression in recount texts and diaries.

Foundation 
stage

• Informally recount incidents in own life to other children or adults and listen to others 
doing the same. Experiment with writing in a variety of play, exploratory and role-play 
situations.

• Write sentences to match pictures or sequences of pictures illustrating an event.
• Use experience of simple recounts as a basis for shared composition with an adult such 

as retelling, substituting or extending, leading to simple independent writing.

Year 1/ 
Year 2

• Describe incidents from own experience in an audible voice using 
sequencing words and phrases such as then.., after that..; listen to others 
recounts and ask relevant questions.

• Read personal recounts and begin to recognise generic structure, e.g. 
ordered sequence of events, use of words like first, next, after, when.

• Write simple first person recounts linked to topics of interest/study or to 
personal experience, using the language of texts read as models for own 
writing, maintaining consistency in tense and person.



Year 1 – Summer
English – story writing
Link to geography - weather

Core Texts Suggested Additional Texts

Mr Gumpy’s
Motor Car

Duck in the 
truck

Storm

Knowledge for the writer
• Decide on your intended style and impact. 
• Plan before writing/telling to organise chronology and 

ensure main events lead towards the ending. 
• Visualise the setting and main characters to help you 

describe a few key details. 
• Rehearse sentences while writing to assess their 

effectiveness and the way they work together.
• Find some different ways of telling what characters think 

and feel, e.g. describe what they did or said. 
• Use some strategies to connect with the reader/listener 

e.g. use repetition of the same phrase or the same 
language pattern; ask them a question or refer to the 
reader as ’you’. What on earth was happening? Who do 
you think it was? 

• Show how the main character has changed or moved on 
in some way at the end. 

• Read or listen to the whole text as if you are the 
reader/listener or try it out on someone else: check that 
it makes sense and change anything that could work 
better.

Grammar Focus
• Capital letters at start of sentences and for proper 

nouns and “I” 
• Finish sentence with a full stop
• Use of question marks 
• Separate words with spaces
• Use regular simple-past-tense verb, eg walked 

Third person (he, she) 
• Co-ordinating conjunctions: and, but 
• Subordinate conjunction ‘because’
• Connectives of sequence: first, second, then 

Subject-verb agreement with “I” and he/she”, eg
“I/you/we have, he/she has 

• Begin to use noun phrases: adjective and noun 
• Adverbs of manner (how) to describe a verb, 

ending in “-ly”
• Prepositions: up, down, in, into, out, to, onto, 

under, inside, outside, above 

Structure
- Title
- Beginning 
- Middle 
- End

Language
- Past tense
- Capital letters and 

full stops
- Use of question 

marks
- Use of ‘and’
- Use of  ‘because’
- Time connectives 

– first, then, next
- Noun phrases
- Adverbs of 

manner (ly)

Purpose/Audience
To tell a story to entertain your 
audience.

WMG
story




